226                London Through Chinese Eyes.

the husband is not entitled to murder the lover/* etc*
So unless the marriage turns out happily, there is nothing
to prevent either conjugal partner from drifting apart,
whereas in the East there is the force of public opinion
which serves to bind the marital knot even more effec-
tively than does a proper vinculum juris. Where the
individual alone is legally as well as morally responsible
for his or her own actions, instead of their moral and
sometimes also legal consequences being visited vicariously
upon the doer's kith and kin, he or she is apt to make light
of the marriage vows and traditions* The couple enter
wedlock, not to please their respective families, but to
build a happy home of their own* And when the venture
is unsuccessful and there is dissatisfaction and unhappiness,
there is nothing left but to petition for dissolution of
marriage or temporary separation*

In some parts of the United States it is said that divorces
are the easiest thing to get in the world, so much so, that
if a wife proves to have dyed hair her husband has enough
legal ground to put her away! Now this may or may
not be exaggeration, but the impression of the public
seems to be that divorces in America and elsewhere are
comparatively easier to obtain .than in England* Here,
the only permissible grounds for instituting divorce,pro-
ceedings are _adttltery, cruelty and desertion, and this
stringency is said to have produced numerous hardships
among people who . ought never to have been yoked
together*. Moreover, the existing law is said to have
favoured the male sex; so much so, that it is easier for
a husband to put his wife away than it is for a good wife
to secure redress against an unfeeling husband* Hence